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THE STRATEGY

Learn the key by heart. Every glance back at it costs you half a second — the fastest children stop looking.

The key

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Practise first — these six do not count. Start the timer after them.

5 6 3 1 2 4

Now the timed block 50 SECONDS You are not expected to finish. Go in order, do not skip.

9 5 6 4 3 2 7 6 4 5

1 5 2 3 1 5 1 8 6 9

8 4 2 8 1 4 8 2 8 2

7 9 3 6 7 2 5 1 3 7

4 1 3 7 9 5 9 3 6 4

Check your answers against the key above. Score = the number you got right.

THIS SHEET

DATE TIME TAKEN SCORE OUT OF 50

Part of getting faster is learning this key by heart. That is not cheating — it is what fluent reading of anything looks like.
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