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Span Ladder

How much can you hold in your head at once?

GRADE 8 MEMORY SHORT-TERM SPAN WORKING MEMORY

THE STRATEGY - LINKIT INTO A STORY

Chaining links each item to the next inside a single sentence or story. Recall then runs along the chain in order
rather than hunting for items one at a time. Order is exactly what span tasks test, so this strategy targets the hard
part directly.

How to use this sheet

Q Work with a parent or teacher. One person reads, one person answers. The reader keeps this sheet; the student
does not look at it.

e Read at one item per second. Steady, flat voice. No grouping, no pauses — the chunking is the student's job, not the
reader’s.

e Two attempts at every rung. Pass a rung by getting either attempt completely correct, in order. Then climb to the next.

° Stop after two failed rungs in arow. That rung is today's ceiling. Write it on the ladder at the back and stop there.

What is on each page

IO —

Page 2 Digit span — forwards and backwards

Page 3 Word span and sentence span

Page 4 The ladder, your personal best, and two questions to talk about

Print once, slip into a plastic sleeve and write on it with a dry-erase marker — this sheet is
built to be repeated every few weeks, not used once.
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EyeQ Digit span

DEVELOPING MINDS - BUILDING CHARACTER - SHAPING FUTURES Read aloud - one digit per second

Part 1 — Digit span

Reader's page. The student has two attempts at every rung — tick the rung if either attempt is repeated perfectly, in the
right order.

‘ The rung number is how many digits are in the row.
Rung 7 means a seven-digit row. Climbing one rung means holding one more digit.

la — Forwards

Read the row aloud. The student repeats it in the same order.

RUNG ATTEMPT 1 ATTEMPT 2 PASS
5 893409 25454

6 931873 62916 3

7 2965837 6587271

8 49685786 85219217

9 9176830984 461723563

1b — Backwards

Same rules, but the student repeats the digits in reverse order. Backwards is the harder, more useful test — it is working memory
rather than simple storage, so expect it to sit two rungs lower.

RUNG ATTEMPT 1 ATTEMPT 2 PASS
3 6 37 721

4 1673 4532

5 95215 51316

6 248986 6 39183

7 4385476 1693492

HIGHEST RUNG PASSED TODAY

Forwards: Backwards: Date:
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EyeQ Word & sentence span

DEVELOPING MINDS - BUILDING CHARACTER - SHAPING FUTURES Read aloud - one word per second

Part 2 — Word span

Words are harder than digits: there are far more of them to choose from. The strategy changes too — link the words into a
quick mental picture or a silly sentence rather than chunking them. The rung number is how many words are in the list.

2a — Words in order

Each rung gives two different lists. Read Attempt 1; if the student does not repeat it perfectly, read Attempt 2. Either one correct
passes the rung. Order counts.

RUNG WORD LISTS PASS

ATTEMPT1  gudgeon - ingot - obsidian

3
ATTEMPT2  |attice - undercroft - bollard
ATTEMPT1  vestibule - kerosene - bollard - hinterland
4
ATTEMPT2  granary - nacelle - escarpment - armature
ATTEMPT1  vestibule - obsidian - gantry - amphora - driftwood
5
ATTEMPT2  calcite - manifold - threshold - hawser - ingot
ATTEMPT1  jmpeller - gudgeon - driftwood - spandrel - embankment - bollard
6
ATTEMPT2  threshold - xylophone - watershed - isthmus - escarpment - ullage
ATTEMPT1  flagstone - obsidian - alabaster - ensign - filament - jettison - impeller
7

ATTEMPT2  Kkerosene - dredger - lintel - vellum - furlong - bulwark - escarpment

Part 3 — Sentence span

Read each sentence once at normal speaking speed. The student repeats it word for word. One attempt per rung here, and
the rung number is the step in difficulty, not a word count. This is the closest rung to real classroom listening — instructions,
dictation and note-taking all sit here.

RUNG SENTENCE PASS

1 The treaty established the border along the course of the river.

Heavy industry declined in the region, but the port continued to grow throughout the

2
same period.

5 When the species was reintroduced to the valley, the number of young trees surviving
each winter rose sharply.

. Because the island had been isolated for millions of years, almost every species found

there had evolved nowhere else on the planet.

HIGHEST RUNG PASSED TODAY

Words: Sentences: Date:
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EyeQ The ladder

DEVELOPING MINDS - BUILDING CHARACTER - SHAPING FUTURES Student's page - keep and reuse

Your ladder

Colour in the rung you reached today, in a different colour each time you do this sheet. Come back in three weeks — the
point is the climb, not the number.

ATTEMPT 1 ATTEMPT 2 ATTEMPT 3 ATTEMPT 4
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PERSONAL BEST

Rung on

Where this shows up

@® Where did you feel your memory run out — was it holding the items, or saying them back?

@® Name one list this week you could chain into a story: the steps of a method, events in order, the things you have to
bring.

A span score is a snapshot of one skill on one day. It is not an assessment, a diagnosis or a
measure of how clever anyone is. If you are worried about memory or attention, speak to a professional.
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