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The Cat With a Hat PA S S A G E  ·  N O N - F I C T I O N

SKILLS TRAINED Working memory Delayed recall Comprehension

H OW TO  U S E  T H I S  S H E E T About 10 minutes

1 Read the passage twice, slowly.
Take about two minutes.

2 Turn to the next page and cover
this one. No looking back.

3 Write what you remember, then
mark it on the last page.

A small town in Japan had an old train station. Not many people came

to it. The town wanted to close it.

A cat lived at the station. Her name was Tama.

One day the town gave Tama a job. She was the station boss. She had a

little blue hat.

People heard about the cat with the hat. They came from far away to

see her.

Soon the station was full again. It did not close.

Tama sat by the door every day. She watched the trains go by.
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Cover the passage before you start.
Looking back turns this into a copying exercise. Getting it slightly wrong from memory is what makes it work.

PA R T A Tell it back
Write down everything you can remember about Tama.

PA R T B 3 questions
1 What was the cat's name?

2 What did Tama wear?

3 Why did people come to the station?

Learners are Leaders · eyeqboost.com/resources © 2026 EyeQBoost · Free to print for home and classroom use · 2/3



EyeQBoost
D E V E LO P I N G  M I N D S  ·  B U I L D I N G  C H A R ACT E R  ·  S H A P I N G  F U T U R E S

R E A D  &  R E C A L L
Grade 1 · Set 1

PA R T C Mark your own work
Now go back to the passage. Tick every answer you got right. You do not need the same words as
the answer below — if you wrote the same idea in your own words, it counts.

1 · Tama.

2 · A little blue hat.

3 · To see the cat with the hat.

FACTS  R E CA L L E D  I N  PA RT A

—
Q U E ST I O N S  C O R R E CT

— / 3

DAT E

T H E  S T R AT E GY Say it out loud
When you finish reading, cover the page and say the story out loud to yourself. Your ears help
your memory. Saying it once is stronger than reading it twice.

W H E R E  YO U  A L R E A DY  D O  T H I S

What is something you had to remember today without writing it down?

FOR THE PARENT OR TEACHER ·  Read the passage aloud with your child the first time, then let them read it on their own the
second time. During Part A, resist helping. A child who says “I forgot” and then remembers one more thing has done exactly
the work this sheet is for.
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